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TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC OPINION 

REF: USNATO 2187 

1 . AMERICAN PUBLIC BELIEVES WESTERN EUROPE VITAL TO US 
SECURITY, WANTS CLOSER TIES TO EUROPEAN ALLIES, IS IN 
CREASINGLY WILLING TO DEFEND THEM. FIFTY-SIX PERCENT 
WOULD DEFEND AGAINST SOVIET ATTACK, UP EIGHT PERCENT 
SINCE 1975. THOSE UNWILLING TO DEFEND EUROPE DECLINED 
FROM 34 PERCENT IN 1975 TO 27 PERCENT: 17 PERCENT UN- 
SURE. PUBLIC WANTS US TO BE LEADING MILITARY POWER, 

BUT ONLY 25 PERCENT WILLING TO INCREASE DEFENSE BUDGET. 

THIRTY-EIGHT PERCENT WANT STATUS QUO, 27 PERCENT DESIRE 
CUTS, 10.PERCENT UNSURE. HARRIS POLL LAST OCTOBER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SHOWED 63 PERCENT WISH TO "STRENGTHEN MILITARY SECURITY 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH OUR ALLIES, SUCH AS NATO." ONLY 19 
PERCENT DID NOT, 18 PERCENT UNSURE. 

2. LITTLE PRESS COMMENT ON NATO. SOME MEDIA SUPPORT 
FOR STANDARDIZATION. SOME CONSERVATIVE EDITORIAL COM 
MENT (BUCKLEY, FOR EXAMPLE) FEARS MASSIVE SOVIET BUILD- 
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UP IMPLIES INTENT TO MOVE INTO WESTERN EUROPE; CLOSE, 

KEEGAN, LORD CHALFONTE CITED. LIBERAL PRESS SUPPORTS 

MBFR. PREPONDERANCE OF PRESS BELIEVES "TOUGH' 1 US POSI- 
TION ON BOTH SALT AND HUMAN RIGHTS BEST POLICY. 

VANCE 
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